FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK

Walter D. (Wally) Wilkerson, Jr., MD
Montgomery County Republican Chairman

It was my privilege to attend my twenty-first Republican State Convention June 12-14 in Houston. Nearly seven thousand enthusiastic Republicans heard a lot of speeches and conducted important business leading up to the National Republican Convention and the fall election campaign. Montgomery County was represented by one hundred thirty-six delegates and alternate delegates, a far cry from the ten delegates and alternate delegates that attended my first Republican State Convention in 1964. Thinking about those numbers should remind us how important Montgomery County has become in the outcome of district and statewide elections. Candidates from both of the major political parties recognize the importance of doing well in a county where the voter turnout generally exceeds the statewide turnout percent by two to four percent. In my opinion, I think it is very possible that a presidential candidate may visit Montgomery County during the campaign.
The citizens of the county can be proud of the influence Montgomery County Republicans wielded at the 2008 State Convention. I had the honor of serving on the Temporary and Permanent Credentials Committee and the State Nominations Committee. The Credentials Committee heard any contests or challenges concerning delegates and alternates and certified a Temporary Roll of the Convention. The State Nominations Committee nominated forty-one at-large delegates and forty-one alternates to attend the National Republican Convention in St. Paul, Minnesota September 1-5. Randy Bates, County Finance Chairman and Precinct #69 Chairman (Precinct 69-The Woodlands), served on the Temporary and Permanent Rules Committee that wrote rules governing the conduct of the Convention. Rosemary Roe, former Precinct Chairman (Precinct #49-The Woodlands), was elected Senate District #4 Committeewoman replacing term limited Committeewoman, Melinda Fredricks. Fredricks served as Senate District #4 Caucus Chairman. Jim Wiggins (Precinct 72-Bentwater) was reelected as the Senate District #3 Committeeman and served as the Senate District #3 Caucus Chairman and the Congressional District #8 Caucus Chairman. He also was elected a Presidential Elector by the Congressional Caucus. Should Senator McCain win the election in November, Wiggins will travel to Austin, TX in December to cast his electoral vote for the Senator.

The Convention elected one hundred thirty-eight delegates and alternates that will attend the National Convention. Each of the thirty-two Congressional Districts elected three delegates and three alternates. The Congressional District #8 (Kevin Brady) caucus chose three residents of the county: Melinda Fredricks, former Senate District #4 Committeewoman (Precinct 15-River Plantation), a delegate who was selected as the Texas delegation woman to serve on the National Convention Rules Committee; Randy Bates (Precinct 69-The Woodlands) an alternate; and Brigette Izzo, former President of the Montgomery County Republican Women’s Club (Precinct #45-The Woodlands), an alternate. Russell Martinez of Walker County and Kathie Freeman of Polk County were chosen as delegates. Kent Batman of Hardin County was chosen as an alternate.
The State Nominations Committee chose Judy Smith, Precinct #72 Chairman and former President of the North Shore Republican Women’s Club (Precinct #72-Bentwater), an at-large delegate and Julia Morton, Precinct #71 Chairman and former District #4 Director for the Texas Republican Women’s Federation (Precinct #71-The Woodlands), an at-large alternate to the National Convention.
Thus there will be two delegates and three alternates from Montgomery County attending the National Convention, a record number of attendees. It is an exciting experience to be able to attend a National Convention as a delegate or an alternate. I was honored to attend the 1964 Republican National Convention in San Francisco as a Goldwater alternate delegate and the 1968 and 1972 Conventions in Miami as a delegate. I shall always cherish those opportunities. Sometimes we tend to take for granted the liberties and freedom our political system provides us. The system may not be perfect, but it is the best system ever created. This country doctor represented a county of 22,000 citizens forty-four years ago. Now a population of nearly 400,000 in the county will be represented by five experienced and dedicated Republicans in 2008 at the National Convention.
Comments or questions may be directed to drwally@consolidated.net or via fax at 936-756-3752.
