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As I was reviewing my latest issue of the Veteran of Foreign Wars magazine, I noted with interest an article entitled “Overseas War Memorials-A Beacon for the Future” by Kelly Lanigan. It told of a non-profit organization founded by a retired U. S. Army Major, Lil Pfluke, called American War Memorials Overseas (AWMO). She was assigned to duty in France from 1995 to 2005 to work for the American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC) that maintains 24 overseas cemeteries and 25 memorials. Pfluke discovered that there are many other monuments and burial sites that are not maintained by the Commission, so she founded the AWMO after visiting sites in France, Belgium, Holland Luxembourg, England, Germany and Austria. 
“There are thousands of memorials but nobody knows about them”, she said. “War memorials are a very personal and a very local phenomenon.” Pfluke has created a database to promote and maintain these local war memorials. A memorial is any permanent object put in place on foreign soil to remember Americans involved in a conflict or war in that area. AWMO documents and promotes various sites such as museums, battlefields, bridges, fountains, buildings, beaches stained-glass windows, church bells and community centers and works with local groups to preserve them. “Every memorial signifies what those conflicts have accomplished, the liberties that we enjoy, the sacrifices and struggles endured to obtain that freedom”, she so aptly observed. 
Some 15,000 American troops who were killed in WW II remain on French soil in the Normandy and Brittany cemeteries, where their families seldom, if ever, have the opportunity to visit their graves. In 1975 I had the honor to visit the Normandy site. It was one of the most moving experiences of my life. As I walked along Omaha Beach and looked at the embankments our brave soldiers huddled beneath for protection, it was impossible not to become overwhelmed with emotion. Those who landed on this beach were mostly under twenty years of age and many of those would not survive to set foot on the embankments. 
Walking up the embankment, I observed the German fortifications that still remain. As I arrived at the Colleville sur Mer Normandy Cemetery, I was overcome with even deeper emotion. There are thousands of Crosses and Star of David grave markers, all perfectly aligned. No photograph could really capture this awesome sight. I just stood there, as if paralyzed, along with many others. There was not a dry eye amongst any of the observers.

I later learned that there is a French organization called Les Fleurs de la Memoire- “The Flowers of Memory”. Each volunteer of this organization is assigned the grave of a fallen American hero to decorate it at every opportunity, especially on Memorial Day. Some volunteers adopt more than one grave and even attempt to locate family members of the soldier. There are many appreciative and dedicated French citizens who have made a solemn vow that these brave Americans would never be forgotten.
During President Obama’s recent trip (some have called it the apology tour) to Europe, he repeatedly apologized for America’s “arrogance” and other so-called transgressions without any mention of the sacrifices made by those fallen heroes lying in the Normandy and Brittany cemeteries. But for American sacrifices, Europeans would most likely be speaking Russian or German. America sought no territorial prize for helping to liberate Europe. We only asked for enough land to bury those who made the ultimate sacrifice for the preservation of freedom. I trust the President will respect those heroes by visiting their final resting place on his next presidential tour. He would learn that “a war monument is a remembrance of the past but also a beacon for the future” (Major Lil Pfluke).
For information about American War Memorials Overseas, write to PMB 6500, 2711 Centerville Road, #120, Wilmington, DE 19808 or call 800-224-6108. The email address is info@uswarmemorials.org and the website address is www.uswarmemorials.org.
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