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It has been my privilege to be an active participant in every presidential election since 1960. Some of those elections were definitely more interesting and exciting than others. A few were dominated by political newcomers just as in the 2008 election. Dwight Eisenhower and John F. Kennedy were WW II heroes. Barry Goldwater rose from a career in the retail industry to become the leader of the conservative movement. Jimmy Carter was a farmer and a one term Governor from Georgia. Ronald Reagan was an actor and Governor of California.
As the 2008 race for the Party nominations unfolded in 2007, it appeared that the Democrat nominee would be Hillary Clinton. But a young, attractive African American, Barack Obama, confounded all the political pundits by overcoming the Clinton machine and inspiring millions of Democrats and Independents with his oratorical skills. It appeared he had a clear path to victory based on the political climate that heavily favored Democrats. Obama became the media darling, just as Jimmy Carter did in the 1976 presidential campaign. In the aftermath of the Watergate scandal Carter was touted as the “agent for change” in Washington.

Few voters knew much about Carter.  President Gerald Ford’s pedestrian campaign began to catch fire after the Conventions, though the polls showed Carter leading 62 to 29 percent. As the electorate learned more about Carter, the race tightened. On election-day, a change of less than 5,000 votes in Hawaii and New Mexico would have handed Ford a victory. Republicans have maintained hope that the 2008 campaign would mimic the 1976 campaign. Columnist Michael Barone wrote a column in which he expressed the belief that the comparison was a valid one.

Then the choices for the Vice-Presidential running mate were announced. Obama shied away from naming Hillary Clinton and chose Senator Joe Biden of Delaware, who shared Obama’s liberal voting record in the United States Senate and had a compelling life story. Obama’s voting record has been judged as the most liberal in the Senate and Biden’s as the third most liberal. After lots of discussion in the media about Senator McCain’s choice, he shocked most political observers by naming an unknown Governor of Alaska, Sarah Palin.
The announcement came at a rally in Dayton, OH. I was anxious to see her accept. She strode confidently to the podium and spoke eloquently. After having listened to hundreds of political speeches, I was totally impressed by her poise and oratorical skills. We all have learned a lot more about Governor Palin since then. Her political journey started in the PTA, not Harvard or Yale Law School. She shops at Walmart, not Neiman Marcus. She represents Middle America and its values. She has dominated the news and energized the Republican base while completely changing the dynamics of the presidential race. Her performance at the Republican National Convention may have signaled the moment Obama lost momentum in the presidential race.
Some have criticized Palin for running for Vice-President while she has young children. They should remember their history. President John F. Kennedy received praise for having his young son and daughter romp around the White House. On January 20, 1961, Kennedy was younger than Governor Palin will be on inauguration day. When Teddy Roosevelt became Vice-President, he was three years younger than Sarah Palin. 
I am convinced that the 2008 election will be judged as the most exciting election, with a record voter turnout in modern history. We have the first African American presidential candidate and the second female vice-presidential candidate. Regardless of the outcome, history will be made on November 4th. Be sure you are a part of this history. VOTE!
