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Some have asked what the origin of our present day two-party system is and why there has been such a struggle in Texas to have a competitive two-party system. During George Washington’s second term as president (1793-1797), two political parties emerged- the Federalists and the Democratic-Republicans (founded by Thomas Jefferson in 1792). By 1828, a split in Jefferson’s Party led to the creation of the present day Democratic Party. The Republican Party was founded in 1854 by Midwestern abolitionists opposed to slavery. By 1856 almost every American opposed to slavery had joined the Republican Party and the Democratic Party had become pro-slavery. 
Thus the stage was set for the climatic presidential election of 1860 in which the Republican candidate, Abraham Lincoln, was elected president with only 40% of the vote. Most political leaders in Texas were Democrats, but Governor Sam Houston, along with many African-Americans leaders supported Lincoln. Houston opposed the secession of Texas from the Union and was run out of office.
The effects of the Civil War that followed secession and its aftermath, called the Reconstruction, would be felt for more than a century in Texas and Montgomery County. Passage of the poll tax law and other election laws by the Democratic controlled State Legislature in the early 1900s prevented African-Americans from voting in Democratic Party Primary elections and impeded any growth of the Republican Party. The Democrats claimed they functioned as a private white-only organization until an 8 to 1 ruling by the United States Supreme Court in 1944 barred them from excluding African-Americans from their Primary elections.

As new issues arose and memories of the post Civil War era waned, Texas Republicans entered the modern political era in 1952 when the State Republican Executive Committee and the Montgomery County Republican Executive were organized. In 1962 the first Republican Primary election was held in Montgomery County with 38 votes cast. 

Ultimately the state’s population growth and modernization of election laws provided an impetus to Republicans. In 1978 Republicans celebrated the election of the first Republican Governor since Reconstruction and the first Republican county officeholder in 104 years. In 1988 county Republicans celebrated a truly remarkable milestone- Republicans cast more votes in their Primary election than the Democrats did in their Primary election.

As a Party activist since 1962, I have learned some hard lessons about politics and public policy: (1) Politics is the art of the possible. In politics, you can never have all or nothing. All or nothing guarantees you will get nothing; (2) To exert maximum influence over public policy, you must win elections; (3) There is no perfect candidate on this earth; and (4) In politics, always remain optimistic, less you become desperate and ineffective.  
