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Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist George Will recently summarized (April 6th HOUSTON CHRONICLE) the findings in a book titled “Who Really Cares: The Surprising Truth About Compassionate Conservatism”, published in 2007 and authored by Syracuse University professor, Arthur C. Brooks. Wills noted that “the surprise is that liberals are markedly less charitable than conservatives”. He then listed a number of revealing statistics;

· Conservatives donate more time and give more blood.
· Although liberal families’ incomes average 6 % higher than those of conservative families, conservative-headed households give, on average, 30% more to charity than the average liberal-headed household.
· Residents of states that voted for John Kerry in 2004 gave smaller percentages of their income to charity than did residents of states that voted for George Bush.

· Bush carried 24 of the 25 states where charitable giving was above average.

· In the states which Bush got more than 60% majorities in 2004, the average percentage of personal income donated to charity was 3.5%, whereas states which gave Bush less than 40%, donated just 1.9%.
· People who reject the idea that “government has a responsibility to reduce income inequality” give an average of four times more than people who accept that proposition.

· Democrats represent a majority of the wealthiest Congressional Districts, and half of America’s richest households live in states where both U. S. Senators are Democrats.
THE CHRONICLE of PHILANTROPHY reported that Austin, TX, admittedly a liberal oriented city, was 48th out of America’s 50 largest cities in per capita charitable giving.

As I contemplated these findings, I recalled an article in the May 5th HOUSTON CHRONICLE by Scott Burns, “Advice: Personal Finance”. He described “the truths and myths about income taxes” available in a titled work, “Individual Income Tax Rates and Shares, 2005”. Here are some interesting facts about taxes in light of what we know about charitable giving in our country:

· In 1986, Americans filed 103 million federal income tax returns, and 84 million (81.5%) paid some taxes.

· During the Bush years, the percentage of filers who paid taxes fell to only 67.4% in 2005.

· Today the rich pay more and the poor pay less. The Bush tax rate cuts notwithstanding, those with higher incomes pay much more of the total tax bill at the top 35% rate. In 2005 they paid $314.4 billion on their income of $1,094 billion.

· The most common rate is 15% paid by 54.4 million taxpayers.

· The second most common rate is 10% paid by 25.5 million taxpayers.

· Another 22 million, 3.7 million and 1.5 million households pay income taxes at the 25%, 28% and 33% rates, respectively.
· In 2005, the top 25% of all taxpaying filers paid 85% of all taxes as compared to 83.6% in 2000.
Burns concludes: “What does this all mean? Simple. When political talk turns to tax fairness, none of the candidates mentions where a high income begins. So I thought you might want to know. You were in the top 25% of taxpayers in 2005 if your taxable income exceeded $61,055. Millions of Americans have no idea what fat cats they are.”

Liberals believe that the absence of a welfare state promotes charitable giving and discourages the forces favoring increased taxation to support the welfare state. Conservatives regard giving as a personal responsibility rather than a government responsibility.
 In 2000 Ralph Nader was quoted as saying: “A society that has more justice is a society that needs less charity”. When Nader, Clinton and Obama refer to social justice, they mean income equality or income redistribution.
The record shows that liberals use public office to give other peoples’ money to government programs and consider this charitable giving. Never mind the high overhead and waste generated by these government programs. If a program is considered a failure, government is never at fault according to liberals. The failure is always due to a lack of funding. Conservatives realize that charitable organizations operate at much lower overhead and often are more successful at solving societal problems than government.
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