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The 233rd birthday of the USA was celebrated throughout the County in many different ways. There were large and small activities with parades, speeches and plenty of fireworks. But most of all, it was a time for reflection about the uniqueness of our nation that was created by our founding fathers.

The Salvation Army’s magazine, “The War Cry”, featured an article titled “Why Liberty?- For the first time in history a word formed the foundation of a Nation.” Colonel Ernest Miller, a former director of the Army’s World Service Office wrote: “Liberty is probably the most important single word in the history of the United States. The word is on all our coins, from the one cent penny to the one dollar coin, and all values between. The statue in New York Harbor, a celebrated symbol of America, has been named ‘Lady Liberty’. School children, service clubs, and citizens everywhere acknowledge our country’s foundation of liberty as they recite the Pledge of Allegiance. The word liberty permeates our nation’s symbols and is embedded in the consciousness of America.
That was the first time in the history of the world that the word liberty, or any equivalent, appeared in the central document of a nation. No king, no monarch, no national constitution of any nation anywhere had ever offered its people liberty. It was a new idea.”
Miller correctly states that the basic concept of liberty is God given and that “liberty had its genesis in the plan of God, as proclaimed in the inspired texts of the Bible.” That is why Thomas Jefferson could say to the new nation that the truth of liberty was ‘self evident’ as ‘endowed by their Creator’. The word liberty does not appear anywhere else in the body of the Constitution but is defined in the first ten amendments known as the “Bill of Rights” adopted in 1791. Many consider the First Amendment the most significant because it addresses the struggle for liberty in the arena of religious worship, free speech, peaceable assembly and redress of grievances.
Inscribed on the entrance of the National Archives in Washington, D.C. are these words: “Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty”. These words should remind us that we must be ever more vigilant in our response to the Obama Administration’s spending spree that is mortgaging our nation’s future with more and more debt and to the massive expansion of the size of government that threatens our free enterprise system, less we have over one-half of the nation voting for a living and the remainder working for a living. 
President Obama likes to whine about what he inherited. One thing we know for certain he inherited, and that is the U. S. Constitution. He swore to uphold it. He did not inherit the right to remake or rewrite this sacred document as he chooses.
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