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In almost every presidential election campaign of modern times, the amount of influence lobbyists and special interests groups exercise on the presidential candidates has been vigorously debated. The dictionary defines a lobbyist as one employed to influence legislators to introduce or vote for measures favorable to the (special) interests he or she represents. The word lobby is derived from Latin word lobium that refers to a public room next to an assembly chamber.

Some voters consider lobbyists as unethical and corrupt, but a Rasmussen Reports survey in June found that 57% of voters believe it is impossible to run for president without the help of lobbyists and special interests groups. The Rasmussen Presidential Tracking Poll also found 83% rated John McCain at least as ethical as most politicians and 72% say the same of Obama. 

Obama, a U. S. Senator from Illinois for a little over three years, has campaigned as a political outsider free from the influence of special interests. McCain, elected to the U. S. House of Representatives in 1982 and a U. S. Senator since 1986, is considered more of a Washington insider who has gone out of his way to portray himself as independent from lobbyists. In spite of their backgrounds and attempts to stress their independence from special interest groups and lobbyists, both candidates have known ties to these groups. Interaction between lobbyists, candidates and officeholders may be distasteful to many but voters generally recognize it as a part of the political process guaranteed by our Constitution. There is no question but that a number of lobbyists and politicians have abused the system resulting in prosecutions and prison sentences. No political party has a monopoly on morality.
What lobby or special interests groups support the presidential candidates? Obama has collected nearly 300 million dollars since the campaign begin. His list of supporting interest groups consist of the trial (plaintiff) lawyers, labor unions, National Education Association, Planned Parenthood, the Green lobby, anti-war groups, billionaire George Soro’s organizations like MoveOn.Org and Wall Street securities and investment firms. According to CNNMoney.com the Wall Street groups, many of whom have been involved in the “subprime” mortgage fiasco, have given over $35 million to Obama, nearly five times the amount given to McCain. The AFL-CIO union has committed $53.4 million to the Democrat nominee, up $6 million from 2004. The American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employee Union has pledged $50 million to Obama. McCain has trailed Obama badly in fundraising all year but it appears Obama’s fundraising may have peaked in February. McCain with the help of the Republican National Committee has now become competitive for campaign dollars.
Republicans, long considered the party of “fat cats” and big business, were outspent in the 2004 presidential race by $119.4 million when you total up all spending by candidates, national committees and third-party groups. That gap is almost certain to increase since Obama has now opted out of presidential public financing after strongly supporting it earlier in the campaign. Apparently he is confident he can raise more that the $84 million McCain will receive in public financing.
While the presidential campaigns will distance themselves from lobbyists, I tend to agree with respected journalist, Michael Barone: “Behind this stigmatization of lobbyists is the notion that the failure to produce legislation in the public interest stems from the existence of lobbyists. Which is obviously nonsense. We could not abolish lobbying without repealing the First Amendment, which gives all of us, even those who are paid to do it, the right to ‘petition the government for a redress of grievances’.
And the government could not sensibly do business without lobbyists…It is a simple fact of life that when Congress writes laws and the executive branch writes regulations that channels vast flows of money- and laws and regulations that have vast moral implications- citizens affected by those words are going to try to make sure that they are written the way they want. They are going to hire the best people they can find to do so. They want lobbyists with connections- and with expertise. They can help lawmakers understand how the words they write will affect real Americans.”
