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I occasionally receive calls from Montgomery County citizens, rarely about the great performance of officeholders at the county and district levels but more commonly about the poor performance of these officeholders in the view of the callers. It reminds me of the saying about voter turnout in elections: some people will drive miles in order to vote against someone, but will not walk across the street to vote for someone. I really enjoy talking to our citizens unless they become so frustrated that any reasonable response to their questions or complaints seems unsatisfactory. That is when I remind the caller of a lesson I learned early in my political career: be an optimist and remain polite, less you become desperate and ineffective.
Recently I have answered a number of calls in opposition to the government bailouts. The callers generally disagree with Congressman Kevin Brady’s vote for the initial bailout but are willing to hear my defense of the Congressman especially when I mention all the reforms Brady supports to restrain government spending. These have appeared in THE COURIER, most recently in a very informative editorial on January 11th. These measures make a lot of sense and are well worth repeating.

Congressman Brady has proposed:
· An annual spending cap on the federal budget, adjusted to inflation.

· A federal Sunset Law to abolish obsolete and ineffective agencies and eliminate duplications. Texas has such a law and it has been successful.

· Establish a Commission designed to force Congress to find long-term financial solutions facing Social Security and Medicare.

· Establish a moratorium on Congressional earmarks until the process can be reformed and the abuses stopped.

Our country is being offered an economic theory, that many thought was discredited, as the solution to ending a recession. The controversial theory was the idea of a British economist, John Maynard Keynes. He argued that governments could end a depression or recession by increasing spending in order to maintain demand for good and services while awaiting a return of consumer confidence. He never envisioned the spending on such a massive scale recommended Obama and many legislators. He actually thought that it wasn’t necessarily the amount of government spending but rather the signal it sent to the consumers that the recovery was underway. 
While there is general consensus that action is needed, many conservatives and Republicans believe that tax cuts for consumers and businesses would create investment and jobs much quicker than just spending alone. Obama has proposed a mix of both increased spending and tax cuts. Republicans strongly favor more emphasis on the tax cut side while those that want more emphasis on spending side are those who opposed reforms to Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac by the Bush Administration in April 2001 and 2005. Without these reforms Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac acquired almost half of the mortgages by 2008. Almost $1 trillion of these were subprime and “liar loans” bought between 2005 and 2007. These risky mortgages made it possible for banks to lend on a massive scale.
THE COURIER’S editorial warned: “With $300 billion in tax cuts or credits, there is much to like of Obama’s plan. But if serious work isn’t done on the remainder of it, this package could do more harm than good.”

If “serious work” such as Congressman Brady suggested is not done, much of the taxpayers hard money will be wasted due to corruption and gross inefficiency. Let Congressman Brady know of your support for his reform package. His District office number is 936-441-5700.
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