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Rarely do we witness such a passionate outpouring of opposition to a President and his Administration’s policies such as was exhibited by the July TEA Parties and the August Town Hall meetings in Montgomery County. In all the years of my political involvement, I have never witnessed such passion expressed by so many citizens who readily admitted that they were participating in a political event for the first time in their lives. A young woman at a Pennsylvania Town Hall meeting told Democrat Senator Arlen Spector: “You have awakened a sleeping giant”. I believe she was speaking for a large majority of those who attended these events in Montgomery County.
Democrats loudly proclaimed that these were “unruly mobs” and “evil mongers”. WASHINGTON POST Fashion writer, Robin Givhan, described these good Americans in her column in this manner: “What does one wear to a town hall meeting on health care when the sole reason for attending is to shout down one’s congressman like a peevish teenager in the midst of a hormonal rage…They are wearing T-shirts, baseball caps…and sundresses with bra straps sliding down their arm. They wear fuchsia bandannas and American-flag hankies wrapped around their skulls like sweatbands. A lot of them look as though they could be attending a sporting event….one could well expect to see some of these volatile worker bees wearing face paint and foam fingers….” REALCLEAR POLITICS quoted President Obama: “I don’t want the folks who created the mess to do a lot of talking. I want them to get out of the way so we can clean up the mess.”
Congressman Kevin Brady conductedTown Hall meetings about health care at five locations in the County- Conroe, The Woodlands, Montgomery, Magnolia and Porter. The attendance was so large at several locations that some people had to be turned away. At the Conroe location, two sessions were held. The Congressman began each meeting with a discussion of House Bill 3200 using an organizational chart (available at www.mcrp.org) that illustrated the addition of over 30 new health care programs and agencies at a cost of over one trillion dollars. During the Q and A period, the loudest applause came with Brady’s stance against the inclusion of coverage of illegal aliens; support for an amendment requiring that Congressman read the bill, that failed; and support for an amendment requiring members of Congress be covered under HB 3200, that also failed. Participant after participant expressed grave concern over out-of-control government spending, escalating budget deficits and the spiraling national debt.
Senior citizens were clearly concerned about Obama’s plan to cut over 500 billion dollars from Medicare. The Heritage Foundation concluded: “These proposed reductions in Medicare’s reimbursement rates, many targeted at hospitals, are emblematic of how the government runs a health insurance plan….The government can and should play an effective oversight role in such a marketplace, much as the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services have done with the new Medicare prescription drug benefit. But the government cannot bend the cost curve from Washington without resorting to arbitrary caps and price controls that always lead to a reduction in the willing suppliers of services and waiting lists.”
By the end of August, public opinion had drastically shifted from support of the President and his health care proposal, to opposition, all because of the TEA Parties and the Town Hall meetings. The people had let their voices be heard. While President Obama never says anything good about the health care delivered in the nation, the majority of Americans have made it clear they do not want his government run health care that concentrates on saving money; they want a market-based health care program with choices that continues to concentrate on improving health and saving lives.
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