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In August 1956 I had just completed a rotating medical Internship at the Houston VA Hospital when I learned of my assignment as a general medical officer in the United States Navy at Miramar Naval Air Station just outside of San Diego, California. My wife and I were very excited about spending several years in sunny southern California. We chose to reside in a large apartment complex located above Mission Bay and the Pacific Ocean. The monthly pay in the Navy made us feel wealthy when compared to the pay as an Intern.
With a one year old daughter we traveled throughout most of California and found it blessed with beauty and splendor beyond anything we Texans could have imagined. Victor Davis Hanson recently wrote in NATIONAL REVIEW that “California is by nature the most richly endowed region in the world. Nowhere else is there so much fertile land, watered by gravity-fed winter runoff….California has ample supplies of oil and natural gas….Millions of acres of timber abound in its coastal and mountain forests. Temperate climate and weather allow outdoor activity almost year round. The coastline is over 1,300 miles long- with two of the great natural ports of the world at Los Angeles and at San Francisco”.
My awareness of California’s “endowed” blessings is why an article by Matthew Kaminski of the WALL STREET JOURNAL on February 21-22, 2009 entitled “How California Became France” attracted my attention. We voted by absentee ballot in the 1956 presidential election won by Dwight Eisenhower. As I recall, southern California was solid Republican and northern California solid Democrat. Kaminski chronicles how in three decades the political landscape has totally changed. California voters have approved of policies that made “the Golden State lead the nation on economic and fiscal dysfunction, from the empty homes spread across the Central Valley to the highest state budget shortfall in the nation’s history. Meanwhile its political class pioneers denial in the face of catastrophe.”
The Democrat controlled legislature has enacted the nation’s highest sales and income tax rate, expanded the size of government and regulation to “European-like dimensions”, experimented with universal healthcare, passed union friendly laws and adopted strict environmental standards. State spending grew by 34.9 percent, well beyond inflation and population growth, which increased by only 21.5 percent during the same period. San Diego UNION-TRIBUNE columnist Chris Reed noted that “there is no question that California spends an average of about $ 1.5 billion more a month than it takes in—and that bankruptcy looms unless the imbalance is resolved”. 
Schools, state employees, health care, special interest entitlements and even dog kennels benefited from this spending. From December 2007 to December 2008, California’s private sector employment fell by almost 266,000 while heavily unionized government sector grew. Government workers got 16 holidays while everyone else got six. The most recent unemployment rate was 9.3%. Recently California found itself in a $41 billion dollar hole and experienced a downgrading of its bond rating by Standard and Poor’s.
In 2003 Republican Governor Arnold Scharzenegger arrived in the state capitol and in 2005 he promoted a ballot initiative to impose a state spending cap, limit the union’s political power, tighten requirements for teacher tenure and overhaul a gerrymandered state political map. The voters rejected these ballot initiatives. Finally, after a lengthy battle, the Legislature and the Governor agreed on a compromise plan to solve the budget crisis that included spending cuts that the Democrat majority did not like and the labor unions vowed to fight and tax hikes that the Republican minority did not like. This budget compromise will not keep the budget in balance beyond the next eighteen months.  
Kaminski noted the similarities between France, where he lived for a number of years, and California’s plight. He wrote: “The parallels are disquieting. The French have long experienced the unintended consequences of a large public (government) sector. Ask them about it. As the number of people who get money from government grows, so does the power of constituencies (people) dedicated to keep this honey dripping. Even when voters recognize that the model carries drawbacks, such as subpar growth, high taxes, an uncompetitive business climate and above-average unemployment, their elected leaders find it near impossible to tweak the system. This has been the story for decades, and lately of California.”
California and France have a similar problem: a big government driven welfare state they are unable to afford and the absence of determination and the ability to overhaul it. In short, California has embraced the policies of a big government welfare state that President Obama, Nancy Pelosi and Harry Reid want America to embrace! If they succeed, the capitalistic economy that made America great will disappear. Elections have consequences.
