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On a Thursday evening in late July, my wife and I drove to Magnolia to attend the annual banquet of the Magnolia Area Chamber of Commerce as representatives of the Montgomery County Republican Party. Every time I travel to Magnolia, I always become a bit nostalgic when I reach the intersection of FM 149 and FM 1488, called Butler’s Crossing years ago. In 1968, the Republicans had its first ever candidate for County Commissioner in Precinct #2. Candidate J. C. Lowe and I campaigned in the Magnolia area against the Democrat candidate, Huck Hosford. Huck was the perfect candidate for the Democrats, and he could not have been nicer to us, as were all the wonderful people we met. We just had a good feeling about the Magnolia area but we also knew we had an uphill battle after Huck adopted his campaign slogan- “Vote for Huck Hosford - He Needs the Job”. Well, Huck got the job and he represented the area well. The wonderful people in the Magnolia area were always very conservative but they just could not call themselves Republican.

Finally in 1995, the late County Commissioner and a good friend of mine, Malcolm Purvis, called to invite me to his annual Fish Fry. He said: “I have an announcement to make that I believe you will like”. When he announced to the crowd that he was joining the Republican ranks, he said: “It is either Republican or retire.” It was one of the proudest moments of my political career. Malcolm Purvis was a great County Commissioner, whether he was a Democrat or a Republican. Needless to say, I was proud to have him as a Republican.
The banquet celebrated the “Spirit of America-Small Business-Our Country’s Backbone”. There were patriotic songs and plenty of comments about America being such a great place to operate a business. There was no discussion of the need for a stimulus package or a bailout but more about the need to support a small business network that supports the needs of every business in the community. A sense of optimism filled the banquet hall. I was immensely proud when the Party was recognized for its ten years as a member. At the conclusion of the program the audience stood and proudly sang our national anthem.

On the drive back to Conroe, I told my wife that it would have been great if our President or even some of his Czars could have attended the banquet. They could have learned what really makes America so great. It is the freedom, work ethic and optimism of its people, not government programs, government regulations and stimulus packages. There is big difference between a community organization and a community organizer. The community organization likes just about everything in their community; the community organizer likes very little- small business, doctors, bankers, car dealers, insurance companies, drug companies, etc. 

President Obama’s Regulatory Czar, Cass Sunstein, has stated: “”A system of limitless individual choices, with respect to communications, is not necessarily in the interest of citizenship and self government……Democratic efforts to reduce the resulting problems ought not be rejected in freedom’s name.” So under certain circumstances, it will be all right to limit free speech.
John Griffin in the “American Thinker” notes: “President Obama has turned the czar capability into direct seizures of power, brazen and unchecked. Obama’s Czars have usurped the roles of elected officials, with power over an ever increasing scope of society.” Such unlimited power makes Obama’s answer to a woman’s question during a recent town hall meeting, about her mother needing a pacemaker, very relevant to each of us. Obama answered: “At least we can let doctors know and your mom know that, ‘You know what? Maybe this isn’t gonna help. Maybe you‘re better off not taking the surgery, but taking the painkiller.’ “ How many Americans would trust Dr. Obama with their family’s health care?
In his 1967 gubernatorial inaugural address, Ronald Reagan noted: “Perhaps you and I have lived with this miracle too long to be properly appreciative. Freedom is a fragile thing and is never more than one generation away from extinction. It is not ours by inheritance; it must be fought for and defended constantly by each generation, for it comes only once to a people. Those who have known freedom, and then lost it, have never known it again.”
Let your voice be heard!
