NEWS RELEASE

Contact: Republican Headquarters


          February 5, 2008


            936-441-5621

Republican Headquarters in Conroe and the County Elections Administrator’s office has been bombarded with phone calls and emails from senior citizens in Montgomery County who have received a large pamphlet that includes an application for a ballot by mail and a Republican sample ballot that has been marked to show candidates that are favored by a group called “Conservative Republicans of Texas”. The address of organization is One Greenway Plaza, Suite #225, Houston, TX 77046. The Treasurer of this political action committee is Bart Standley (713-526-3399). A similar pamphlet was mailed in 2002.
Republican County Chairman, Dr. Walter D. (Wally) Wilkerson, Jr., issued a statement today that sharply criticized the mailing and called it an intrusion into the Montgomery County Republican Party’s Primary election campaign by Harris County. “We do not appreciate someone from Harris County trying to influence the votes of the citizens of our County. None of the local Republican candidates favored by this shadow group were even contacted. It came as total surprise when they were informed of this endorsement.”

“This mailing is especially disturbing because the Montgomery County Republican Party does not endorse candidates in a Primary election. A lot of Republicans have been mislead into thinking we had changed our policy. The Party Bylaws prohibit the Party from endorsing candidates in the Primary,” he added.
The County Elections Administrator reported multiple calls and emails accusing her office of sending the sample ballot. “This office was not involved in this mailing,” Administrator Carol Gaultney said. “Everyone in my office is dedicated to fair, unbiased, accurate and legal elections. I could be criminally charged and lose my job if I endorsed or opposed any candidate or issue.”
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