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The presidential contest in both the Republican and Democrat primaries has resulted in a number of questions about participation in party primaries and conventions or caucuses. Republican County Chairman Walter D. (Wally) Wilkerson, Jr., MD has released the following statement regarding these questions:
 “Texas has an open primary election system in which voters may vote (participate) in the Party primary election of their choice. By voting in a Party primary, the voter registers his or her membership (affiliation) with that Party, and remains a member of that Party until the end of the voting year which is January 1, 2009. However, if a voter does not vote (participate) in a Party primary election, he or she may vote in the Party runoff primary election of their choice. 
Section 162.008 of Texas Election Laws prescribes a Party membership (affiliation) procedure for a voter who fails to vote in a Party primary election. Such a person may declare his or her Party membership by taking an oath [Section 162.007, (b)] administered by a member of the Party county executive committee.

Once a voter has participated in a Party primary election, he or she may not participate in the other Party’s runoff primary election, precinct convention, caucus or senatorial district convention. It is a Class C misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of not more than $ 500 (Section 162.014, Texas Election Laws) to violate this state election law.
It is very important to note that voters may vote for the candidate or candidates of their choice in the November general election regardless of their party membership.” 
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