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COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 8th IN CRIGHTON THEATER 

CANDIDATES TO DRAW FOR ORDER OF APPEARANCE ON BALLOT

The first quarterly meeting of the County Executive Committee (CEC) for 2008 will convene at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 8th in the Crighton Theater at 234 North Main Street in Conroe. The highlight of the meeting will be the candidates drawing for order of names in contested races on the 2008 General Primary ballot. A Munch & Mingle Social with light refreshments will begin at 5:30 p.m. in the County Republican Headquarters. The public is invited to attend both of these events. The Agenda for the meeting will be as follows:


Call to Order



Invocation



Pledge of Allegiance



Introduction of Officeholders and Guests- Linda Fox, County Vice-Chairman



Presentation of Minutes- Holly McClaren, Secretary of CEC



Primary Election Report- County Chairman



Introduction of Candidates- Cory Colby, Candidates Committee Chairman



Drawing for order of candidates names on General Primary ballot (Section 172.082, [a-e], Texas Election Laws (TEL)



Approval of Primary voting system (Section 123.001, [b], [2] TEL



Approval of appointment of Election Judges (Sections 32.006& 32.007 TEL)



Setting of time & place of Precinct Conventions (Section 174.022, [a-d] TEL)



Approval of appointment of Primary Committee (Section 172.081, [a-c] TEL)



Recess of CEC for Caucus of Senatorial Districts #3 & #4 Precinct Chairs


Caucuses



Election of Senatorial District Chairman/Temporary District Convention Chairman





(Sections 171.054, [2] & 174.065 TEL)




Setting time and place of Senatorial District Conventions (Section 174.063, [a-c] TEL




Adoption of ratio for selection of Delegates/Alternate Delegates to Senatorial District Conventions





(Section 174.021 TEL & Republican Party of Texas Rules)



Reconvene CEC meeting



Treasurer’s Report- Mark Turnbull, Treasurer

Other Business

Announcements

Adjournment

CANDIDATE FILING PERIOD DECEMBER 3rd TO JANUARY 2nd
The filing period for the Party offices of County Chairman and Precinct Chairman and for the public offices listed below began December 3rd and ends at 6 p.m. Wednesday, January 2nd. All candidates for Party and public offices that lie wholly within Montgomery County must file with the County Chairman located in the County Headquarters (936-441-5621) at 310 Collins Street in Conroe. Candidates for public offices that lie in multi-county districts must file with the Republican Party of Texas (512-477-9821) at 900 Congress Avenue, Suite #300, in Austin. A filing fee schedule for public offices (there is no filing fee for Party offices) is available at the Headquarters or online from the County Party at www.mcrp.org or from the Secretary of State at www.sos.state.tx.us. The General Primary is set for March 4th and the Runoff Primary for April 8th. Public offices on the 2008 ballot are as follows:

U. S. House of Representatives District #8; State Senate District #4; State House of Representatives Districts #15, #16 & #18; State Board of Education District #8; Chief Justice 9th Court of Appeals; Judge District Courts #9, #410, #418 & #435; Judge County Court at Law #5; District Attorney; County Tax Assessor-Collector; County Attorney; Sheriff; County Commissioner Precincts #1 & #3; and Constable Precincts #1, #2, #3, #4,& #5.

2008 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION COUNTDOWN

The compressed schedule of voting in the presidential nomination sweepstakes begins January 3rd. Some experts believe the race will be over in both parties with the Super Tuesday election on February 5th. However, with no clear favorite on the Republican side, our nominee may not be determined until after the Texas Republican Primary on March 4th. “The absence of a clear Republican favorite may be in large part to the fact, that for the first time since 1952 (Dwight Eisenhower [R]-Adlai Stevenson [D]), no incumbent president or vice-president of former president of vice-president appears on the ballot”, the County Chairman noted. “Many Republicans find some fault with almost every candidate. Ultimately, the decision of many Republicans will probably be influenced by which candidate they view as being able to defeat the Democrat nominee”. The presidential countdown schedule is:
      January 3rd-   Iowa Republican & Democratic Caucuses

                                                     January 5th-   Wyoming Republican Caucus

                                                     January 8th-   New Hampshire Republican & Democratic Primaries


             January 15th-  Michigan Republican & Democratic Primaries

          January 19th-  Nevada Republican & Democratic Primaries

                   South Carolina Republican Primary

             January 26th- South Carolina Democratic Primary

         January 29th- Florida Republican & Democratic Primaries

                  February 5th- Republican & Democratic Primaries in 20 States

                                                                           including California & New York

          March 4th-   Texas Republican & Democratic Primaries

PARTY NAMES FINANCE COMMITTEE LEADERS

State Representative Brandon Creighton, who has served as Finance Chairman since 2004, found it necessary to step down as Chairman in order to devote his time and energy to his legislative duties. “The Party is deeply indebted to Brandon for his service as Finance Chairman”, County Chairman Wilkerson said. “He served admirably during the time when the Party chose to hire its first ever employee, an Executive Assistant”. At its November 13th meeting, the CEC ratified the appointment of Randy Bates as Chairman and David C. Kleimann as Vice-Chairman. Randy serves as Precinct #69 Chairman and David has served as a Precinct Chairman and was a candidate for State Senator in 2006. “We are fortunate to have such loyal and dedicated Republicans agree to serve the Party in this very important capacity”, the County Chairman noted.
The Party’s annual fund-raising has been underway for several weeks. Sustaining Member Program (SMP), Roundtable and Business Council contributions, along with new contributions, are necessary for the maintenance of Headquarter services and the success of the 2008 Get-Out-The-Vote (GOTV) campaign. Contributions may be made online at www.mcrp.org or by contacting the Headquarters at 936-441-5621 or info@mcrp.org. 
County Chairman’s Comments- Some have asked what is the origin of our present day two-party system and why the Republican Party had such a struggle in Texas to become competitive. During George Washington’s second term as president (1793-1797), two political parties emerged- the Federalists & the Democratic-Republicans (founded by Thomas Jefferson in 1792). By 1828, a split in Jefferson’s Party led to the creation of the present day Democratic Party. The Republican Party was founded in 1854 by mid-western abolitionists opposed to slavery. By 1856 almost every American opposed to slavery joined the Republican Party and the Democratic Party became pro-slavery. Thus the stage was set for the climactic presidential election of 1860 in which Abraham Lincoln was elected president with only 40% of the vote. Most political leaders in Texas were Democrats, but Governor Sam Houston, along with many African-American leaders, supported Lincoln. Houston opposed secession of Texas from the union and was run out of office. The effects of the Civil War that followed and its aftermath, called Reconstruction, would be felt for more than a century in Texas and Montgomery County. The passage of the poll tax law along with other election laws by the Democratic controlled Legislature in the early 1900s prevented African-Americans from voting in Democratic primaries and impeded any growth of a Republican Party. The Democratic Party claimed they functioned as a private, white-only organization until an 8 to 1 ruling by the U. S. Supreme Court in 1944 barred them from excluding African-Americans from their elections. But as new issues arose and memories of the post Civil War waned, Texas Republicans entered the modern era in 1952 when the State Republican Executive Committee & the Montgomery County Republican Executive were organized. In 1962 the first Republican Primary election was held in Montgomery County with 38 votes cast. State election laws continued to discourage the emergence of a two-party system. Ultimately the population growth and modernization of the election laws provided an impetus to Republicans. In 1978 County Republicans celebrated the election of the first Republican to a county office in 104 years, and in 1988 they celebrated a truly remarkable milestone- Republicans out voted the Democrats in that years Primary election.
As a Party activist since 1962, I learned some hard lessons about politics and public policy: (1) Politics is the art of the possible. In politics, you can never have all or nothing. All or nothing guarantees you will get nothing; (2) To exert maximum influence over public policy, you must win elections; (3) There is no perfect candidate on this earth; and (4) Always remain optimistic, less you become desperate and ineffective.
