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COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MAY 8TH
The second quarterly meeting of the Republican County Executive Committee (CEC) for 2007 will convene Tuesday evening, May 8th at 7:30 p.m. on the sixth floor of the Conroe City Hall located at 300 West Davis Street in Conroe. The elevators may be accessed from the West Phillips Street entrance. The Vacancy Committee will meet at 6:45 p.m. in the same location. There will be no Munch & Mingle Social prior to the CEC meeting because of the continued renovation of the building where the Party Headquarters is located. The CEC meeting Agenda will be as follows:


Call to Order



Invocation



Pledge of Allegiance



Introductions- Linda Fox, County Vice-Chairman



Presentation of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting- Holly McClaren, Secretary



Treasurer’s Report- Mark Turnbull

                                Financial Review Committee Report- Ed Toohey, Jr., Chairman



Party Fundraiser Report- Jim Schulze, DVM, Finance Committee Vice-Chairman



Organization Committee Report- Hartley Mackintosh, Chairman




2008 GOTV



Vacancy Committee Report- Holly Arbuckle, Chairman



Headquarters Renovation Report- Wally Wilkerson, County Chairman



2006 Sally B. Naugle Service Award Presentation- Shirley Rogers, Headquarters Chairman



2006 Volunteer of the Year Award Presentation- County Chairman

                               Special Recognition Award- County Chairman



Republican Party of Texas Presidential August 2007 Straw Poll Report- SREC Members



Other Business



Announcements



Adjournment

The public is invited to attend the meetings.
U. S. Senator John Cornyn & Attorney General Greg Abbott

Featured at Party Fundraiser on March 31st
Joined by Congressmen Kevin Brady and Michael McCaul, U. S. Senator John Cornyn and State Attorney General Greg Abbott addressed a crowd of over one hundred fifty enthusiastic Montgomery County Republican Party supporters at a Saturday luncheon in The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel. Special guest McCaul of the neighboring 10th Congressional District also addressed the gathering, and Brady acted as the Master of Ceremonies. Both Senator Cornyn and General Abbott praised the voter turnout efforts of the local Party. “I lost Travis County by 20,000 votes in 2006, but won Montgomery County by 45,000 votes”, Abbott proclaimed. While the Senator had to leave for another event, Abbott remained and visited with most of the attendees.
Proceeds from the event were needed to replace those depleted by the 2006 Get-Out-The-Vote (GOTV) effort and looking forward to 2008. Thanks to all who so generously donated to the Party. If you were unable to attend, a contribution in any amount would be greatly appreciated. “We have a big job ahead of us in 2008, but I am confident Montgomery County Republicans are up to the task”, County Chairman Wally Wilkerson said.
Party Website Upgraded to Accept Online Contributions
The Montgomery County Republican Party has upgraded its website, using a secure webpage, to allow online contributions to the Party. The addition of software programs to the Headquarters computer also allows additions and changes to the website to be done in the Headquarters. Through the generosity of Party volunteer, John Richards, the website was created in 2000. He has maintained the site until recently. We are indeed indebted to him for his efforts through all these years. Thank you John! Party Executive Assistant, Melinda Fredricks, along with a new volunteer, Mario Rosales, will now oversee this important Party outreach program. The address is www.mcrp.org
The website has a page for those who desire to become affiliated with the Party and to be placed on our growing mailing list. There are also a number of political education pages, along with a list of Republican officeholders, Party allied organizations and Party officials. Please visit the website soon, and let us know if you have any suggestions.
Party Reviews GOTV Program for 2008
At its last meeting, the CEC reviewed the Party GOTV program. While there was no disagreement on the need for such a program, there was agreement that a few changes needed to be considered. Organization Chairman Hartley Mackintosh led the discussion. Everyone was impressed with the computer program developed by Mark Turnbull that allows precinct workers to make their GOTV phone calls from their homes (rather than from the Headquarters in Conroe) by accessing the precinct voter list from the Headquarters on their computer. In 2006 the decision was made to decentralize the phone bank by using this new technology. About 55% of the phone contacts were completed. The discussion indicated a need to recruit volunteers earlier in the campaign. Several meetings of the Organization Committee will be held this year to address the problems of volunteer recruitment and training. 
About Iraq-Did You Know?
· 47 countries have reestablished their embassies in Iraq.

· 3,100 schools have been renovated.

· 263 new schools are now under construction and 38 new schools have been completed.

· There are over 1000 building projects going on in Iraq. These include schools, public clinics, hospitals, railroad stations, oil facilities, water facilities and electrical facilities.

· Iraq’s higher educational system consists of 20 Universities, 46 Institutes or Colleges and 4 Research Centers, all currently operating.

· Iraq has an operational Navy and Air Force.

· Iraq has a counterterrorist unit and a Commando Battalion.

· Iraq has 5 Police Academies that produce 3500 new officers each 8 weeks.
· Iraqi Police Service has over 55,000 fully trained and equipped officers.

· 96% of Iraqi children under age five have received the first two series of polio vaccinations.

· 4.3 million Iraqi children were enrolled in primary school by October of 2006.

· There are 1,192,000 cell phone subscribers in Iraq, and phone use has gone up 158%.

· Iraq has an independent media that consists of 75 radio stations, 180 newspapers and 10 televisions stations.

· The Baghdad Stock Exchange opened in June of 2004.

· Why didn’t we know? The media failed to inform us of this progress.
· All of the above facts are verifiable on the Department of Defense web site.

Historic Milestone- Twenty-eight years ago in early 1979, County Republicans were slowly recovering from the elation of the outcome of the 1978 election and the swearing-in of the first County Republican officeholder in over 100 years, as well as the inauguration of the first Republican Governor in 104 years. On January 1, 1979, the 9th District Courtroom was filled to overflowing by jubilant Republicans as Mrs. Pat Ruffin took the oath of office for Justice of the Peace, Precinct #3. Her unique campaign slogan, “Precinct #3, Ruffin and Ready”, was created by Precinct Chairman George Gilkeson. It was credited with increasing her name identification during the campaign. Precinct #3 then encompassed all of south Montgomery County and all of the Magnolia area. Later in January, William P. Clements of Dallas was sworn-in as the first Republican Governor since Edmund. J. Davis, who was elected in 1869. Davis was the first Republican Governor of Texas and left office after his overwhelming defeat for re-election in 1873 by a Democrat, but only after he barricaded himself in the capitol and had to be thrown out by force of arms. Clements would be elected only after memories of the Davis administration and the Reconstruction had faded. The inauguration of Governor Clements was attended by a sizeable group of county Republicans, who witnessed a ceremony they never imagined they would live to enjoy. 
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