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COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING AUGUST 14TH
The third quarterly meeting of the County Executive Committee (CEC) for 2007 will convene Tuesday evening, August 14th at 7:30 p.m. on the sixth floor of the Conroe City Hall located at 300 West Davis Street in Conroe. The elevators may be accessed from the West Phillips (north) entrance. There will be no Munch & Mingle Social prior to the CEC meeting because of on-going renovations to Headquarters at 310 Collins Street. The public is invited to attend this meeting. The Agenda will be as follows:

Call to Order


Invocation


Pledge of Allegiance

Introductions- Linda Fox, County Vice-Chairman

Presentation of the Minutes of the previous meeting- Holly McClaren, Secretary

Treasurer’s Report- Mark Turnbull, Treasurer

Organization Committee Report- Hartley Mackintosh, Chairman


2008 GOTV



Precinct organization

Finance Chairman’s Report- Brandon Creighton



Headquarters computer upgrade project



2008 Party fundraiser-corporate account & GOTV fund

County Chairman’s Report- Wally Wilkerson


Headquarters renovation



Voting Precincts #6, 35, 46, 47, 68, 80 & 84 boundary changes



Computer upgrade project

Republican Party of Texas Presidential Straw Poll Report- SREC Members

Other Business

Announcements

Adjournment
VOTING PRECINCT BOUNDARY CHANGES REQUIRED BY POPULATION GROWTH
Carol Gaultney, County Elections Administrator, has proposed boundary changes for voting precincts #6, #35, #46, #47, #68, #80 & #84 to accommodate the growth in South County east of Interstate Highway 45. The Election code restricts the number of registered voters in a precinct to 5,000. “Precincts #46 and #80 have reached this threshold”, she announced in late June. “We have utilized streets, census blocks, plat surveys and railroads for the new boundaries while taking into consideration inputs from election judges and party chairs, projected growth, neighborhoods, voter convenience and a desire to keep the total number of precincts at eighty-five (85).” Gaultney has planned for the changes to go into effect for the November 2007 constitutional election if voter registration records can be adjusted, voters notified of changes and approval from the Department of Justice is timely received. The plan was presented to the Commissioners Court on July 23rd.
On the west side of the freeway, precinct #47 will be combined with #84. The polling place will remain at the Volunteer Fire Station on Budde Road. A new precinct #47 will be created on the east side of the freeway by altering the boundaries of #6, #35, #46, #68 and #80. The new precinct #47 will take some voters from #46 and #80 with a polling place to be decided. The polling places for #46 and #80 are also to be decided.
The registered voter totals for the voting precincts in the proposal are as follows: #6-2991; #35-2673; #46-1286; new #47-2972; #68-3493; #80-2991 and #84-3621. Maps are available from the Elections Administrator’s Office by calling 936-539-7843. Any comments or suggestions may also be directed to Elections Administrator Carol Gaultney at this number.
PARTY PREPARES FOR 2008 ELECTION
The Leadership and Organization Committee, under the chairmanship of Hartley Mackintosh, met on July 18th to begin preparation for the Party’s 2008 Get-Out-The-Vote (GOTV) campaign. The Committee discussed the necessity for recruiting more precinct volunteers to carry out an aggressive early voting period phone bank operation and precinct walks, both designed to turn out an increased number of early voters. Phone bank precinct volunteers will again use the program designed by Mark Turnbull that allows them to access the precinct voter list and complete GOTV calls using their home computer. Several computers and cell phones will be made available in the Headquarters for those volunteers who do not have home computers. The Party has exceeded the statewide turnout by over 3 % since 1998. A stepped-up minority outreach will also be utilized by targeting precincts with a concentrated Hispanic population. A list of Hispanic Republican Primary voters has been developed that will aid this effort.
With the assistance of volunteer computer consultant, Mario Rosales, the Party is preparing to upgrade from early 2000 computer technology to a computer network system in the Headquarters to allow the Party to continue the success it has achieved in areas such as GOTV, website enhancement and vigorous support of Republican candidates. The decision was made to purchase a server and software upgrades that were not in the 2007 budget. An effort has been underway to raise the funds necessary to defray this non-budgetary cost. At the time of the printing of the newsletter, one-half of the cost has been raised, according to County Chairman Wally Wilkerson. The generosity of everyone who has responded to the Party’s needs is greatly appreciated. Contributions may be mailed to MCRP, POB 45 Conroe, TX 77305.
RUDY GIULIANI VISITS COUNTY
Republican presidential candidate and former Mayor of New York City, Rudy Giuliani, attended a fundraiser in The Woodlands on July 26th at the Blair House, the home of Nelda and Jim Blair,that benefited his Exploratory Committee. The only other Republican presidential candidates to visit Montgomery County have been Gerald Ford in 1976, George H. W. Bush in 1979 and Steve Forbes in 1996. President Ford spoke to a large crowd gathered on the courthouse square in Conroe. He also dedicated the Veteran’s Memorial Park in Conroe and attended a reception at the Holiday Inn; former President Bush spoke at a County Party fundraiser in the old Conroe Hotel on his way to campaign appearances in the mid-west and Alaska; and Forbes spoke to Senatorial District #3 and #4 Delegates and Alternate Delegates at the Senatorial District Conventions held at the Woodlands High School.
HISTORIC MILESTONE
1963 is primarily remembered as the year President John F. Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas. The dozen or so active workers in the Montgomery County Republican Party lamented this great tragedy but were eager to emerge from the “shadow society” existence and be recognized as an influential organization in a two-party system. The 1962 Primary election that attracted only thirty-eight voters was a start, but a much larger number of voters would be needed to establish any credibility. All agreed that success was dependent on adequate funding of Party operations. Dr. Wally Wilkerson agreed to be chairman of the Party’s first fundraiser.
Planning for the event reached an impasse when recruitment of a speaker was discussed. One of the six Precinct Chairmen, Elton Sump of Willis, who sold fresh eggs and vegetables from his farm to customers along Memorial Drive in Houston, suggested one of his customers, a new arrival from Midland, TX. “He is rumored to be the next Harris County Republican Party Chairman”, Sump announced. Then he proudly declared, “His name is George Bush”. No one had ever heard of George Bush, but Sump insisted he would be glad to come and “bring his wife, Barbara”. On a spring evening, George and Barbara Bush came to the Hotel Conroe at the corner of Frazier and West Davis Street in Conroe and wowed the forty or so attendees. Party coffers for the first time were filled beyond expectations. It was the beginning of a marvelous relationship. Bush returned to the county for several more fundraisers and made several campaign stops in his races for the U. S. Senate in 1964 and 1970. In the 1988 presidential campaign, George W. and Laura Bush came to Conroe to campaign on behalf of Vice-President George H. W. Bush. The Bush family was instrumental in helping build the Party to a level that those dozen Republicans in 1963 would never have dreamed possible. Both George H. W. and George W. Bush would never be seriously challenged in any of their races in Montgomery County.
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