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QUARTERLY MEETING SET FOR MAY 3RD
The second quarterly meeting of the Republican County Executive Committee (CEC) for 2011 is set for Tuesday, May 3rd at 7:30 p.m. in the Alan B. Sadler Commissioners Court Building, 501 N. Thompson Street, Room 402, in Conroe 77301.
A Munch & Mingle Social will begin at 5:30 p.m. in the County Republican Headquarters at 310 Metcalf (formerly Collins) Street preceding the CEC meeting. Refreshments will be provided by Precinct #2 Constable Gene DeForest.  “We encourage the public, especially conservatives and Tea Party members, to attend these meetings”, County Chairman Dr. Wally Wilkerson announced. “All of our Party meetings are open meetings.” The highlight of the CEC meeting will be presentation of the 2010 Volunteer of the Year Award, the 2010 Sally B. Naugle Award for a Headquarters Volunteer and a Special Recognition Award. The Agenda for the CEC meeting will be as follows:


        Call to Order…………………………………………………. County Chairman

         Invocation……………………………………………………..Party Chaplain


         Pledge of Allegiance…………………………………………Clint McClaren, Sergeant-at-Arms


         Introductions………………………………………………….Linda Fox, County Vice-Chairman


         Presentation of Minutes……………………………………..Holly McClaren, Secretary


         Treasurer’s Report…………………………………………..Jim Wiggins, Treasurer


         Finance Chairman’s Report………………………………...Randy Bates


         Organization Committee Report……………………………Dr. Jim Schulze, Chairman








                    Paul Gebolys, Vice-Chairman


         Outreach Committee Report………………………………..Dave O’Neil, Chairman


         County Chairman’s Report………………………………….Dr. Wally Wilkerson


         Other Business

         Announcements

         Adjournment

HISTORICAL LIBRARY CONTINUES TO GROW
The Montgomery County Republican Party’s Historical Library was created as a part of the extensive renovation of the Party Headquarters during the summer of 2010. The space previously occupied by the business office in the Headquarters was designated as the Historical Library. Many historical photos, documents and campaign items dating back to the 1950s and collected by the Party and Dr. Wilkerson found a home in the Library. Under the leadership of Helena Van Orden, LCARW member, the items were catalogued according to years, a very daunting task. Then Alice Melancon, a MCRW member with a librarian degree, along with the help of other interested women, stepped forward and began the task of cataloguing the items for each year on a computer. To date, this task has been completed through the year 1992. Thus far over 2,000 items have been catalogued. As many as 3,000 items are expected to catalogued. 
Items donated to the library include an Eisenhower scarf from the 1952 presidential campaign, a Goldwater for President yard sign from 1964 and most recently a 1953 photo of President Eisenhower and his cabinet which included Oveta Culp Hobby of Houston. “We encourage Republicans to donate any of their historical items as additions to the Library”, Dr. Wilkerson said. “The Party will preserve the item(s) for future generations to witness.” Please call or email the Headquarters at 936-441-5621 or info@mcrp.org if you have any questions or suggestions.
When the cataloguing process is completed, it will be possible for someone to access a year or a historical item on the computer and be able to reproduce some items. The cataloguing process will continue as an ongoing project of the women who have given so generously of their time and energy. Ultimately, the Party plans to scan and load onto the computer all the Montgomery County election results from the 1870s to the 1990s
U.S. GOVERNMENT BUDGET PROCESS
With the budget debate raging in Congress, it behooves every citizen to understand the process of creating a budget at the federal level. The framework used by Congress was established by the Budget & Accounting Act of 1921, the Congressional Budget & Impoundment Control Act of 1974 and other budget legislation. Prior to 1974, Congress had no formal plan until newly-elected President Richard Nixon refused to spend some funds allocated by the Congress. The 1974 legislation created the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) and removed control of the budget away from the Office of the President. The U.S. Government’s fiscal year begins on October 1 and ends on September 30 of the next calendar year.
Consideration of the budget begins once the President submits a budget request each year for the following year. The U.S. House Budget Committee then drafts a budget resolution which must be approved by both the House and the Senate. The budget resolution is structured with 20 budget functions, or categories of spending. Each category includes “budget authority” that falls within either discretionary or mandatory spending.
Discretionary spending requires an annual appropriation bill and spending for a fixed period of time, usually one year. There are currently 12 appropriation bills that must be passed each year for spending to occur. Among the 12 categories are Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Energy & Water, Financial Services, Homeland Security, Interior & Environment, Labor, Health & Education, Legislative Branch, Veterans Affairs, State & Foreign Operations and Transportation & HUD.
Mandatory spending refers to spending not dependent on an annual or periodic appropriation bill. Most mandatory spending consists of entitlement programs such as Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid. These are called entitlements because eligibility requirements are set by past legislation. Congress can affect spending on entitlement programs by changing eligibility requirements.
Funds for government programs must be authorized by a Committee through passage of legislation. Then, through subsequent acts by Congress, budget authority is passed by the Appropriations Committees of the House and Senate. In principle, Committees with jurisdiction to authorize programs, make policy decisions, while Appropriations Committees decide on the funding levels, limited to a programs authorized funding level, though the amount may be any amount less than the limit. 
The Democrat-controlled Congress failed to pass a 2011 budget last year. The Republican-controlled House of Representatives passed a 2011 budget for the remainder of the year, HR-1, which called for over $60 billion dollar cut in spending. The Democrat-controlled Senate never scheduled a vote on this legislation. This impasse has resulted in passage of six short-term continuing resolutions (CR) that reduced spending by over $10 billion dollars for 2011 and kept the government funded. Lawmakers must pass a budget covering the remainder of 2011, or trigger a partial government shutdown.
Debate on the 2012 budget will begin in April. Republican leaders will release their budget that will propose significant spending cuts as well as tax and entitlement reforms in programs like Social Security that will protect the benefits of those 55 years and older. The pace of the debate will increase during consideration of the 2012 budget. Expect the usual Democrat proposals for insufficient spending cuts and no reforms to entitlements while attacking “greedy, mean-spirited” Republicans and Tea Party supporters.
Sign up your family members, friends and neighbors for the Party Email Updates and E-Newsletter!  Input email address in the space “Sign up for Email Updates” on the home page of the Party website (www.mcrp.org) and click on GO. Each address will receive an email confirmation. Our list now numbers more than 3,000 members.

THANKS to David Tyler of Advantage Mailing Services for printing and mailing the MONTGOMERY COUNTY REPUBLICAN Newsletter to nearly 3,000 County households.
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